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N.Y. terror attack: Amid grief for those slain, authorities charge 
Paterson resident who they say asked to display IS flag in hospital 


‘I hope he didn’t 


Suspect’s 


feel any pain 


Jimmy Drake of New Milford talks about his son, Darren Drake, who was killed in Tuesday’s attack. Ed Murray, for The Star-Ledger 


Weeping New Milford father remembers 
one of Tuesday’s victims as ‘the perfect son’ 


Darren Drake, 32, a proj- 

ect manager for Moody’s 
Analytics, was on a bike ride 
between meetings when he 
was struck by a rented truck 
and killed, his father said. 


Allison Pries and Michael Sol Warren 
For The Star-Ledger 


A 32-year-old New Jersey man whose 
heartbroken father described him as “the 
perfect son” was among eight killed Tuesday 
during a terror attack in lower Manhattan. 

Darren Drake died when a man driving 
a truck along a riverfront path plowed into 
pedestrians and bicyclists, his father said 
Wednesday. 

Jimmy Drake sobbed at times as he talked 
to reporters outside the family’s New Milford 
home. Darren’s mother, Barbara, stayed in 
the house while he spoke. 

The distraught dad said his son, a project 
manager for Moody’s Analytics, was out for 
a bike ride between meetings when he was 
struck by the rented Home Depot truck. 

“While other people would take ciga- 
rette or coffee breaks, he would go out and 
ride the bike for 15 or 20 minutes,” his father 


said, adding that Darren often listened to an 
audiobook while he pedaled. He said his son, 
an only child, lost 93 pounds after undergo- 
ing lap band surgery three years ago. 

Drake said he and wife Barbara heard 
about the attack while they were driving 
home Tuesday and headed into New York 
when they were unable to reach their son by 
7 p.m. 

They found him in the morgue, Jimmy 
Drake said. 

“Thope he didn’t feel any pain,” he said. 

Maximo Paulino, a former high school 
classmate of Drake’s who had recently recon- 
nected with him in New Milford, remem- 
bered him as a special person who loved all 
people. 

“There are people in this world that have 
things in their past. We all do. But not him,” 
Paulino said. “He was one of those mythical 
good people. The kind of people they write 
SEE DRAKE, 5 


visa entry 
focus of 
scrutiny 


Immigrant lottery, designed 
to boost diversity, targeted 
by Trump for elimination 


Karen Yi For The Star-Ledger 


The New York terror attack suspect 
accused of plowing through bikers and 
pedestrians on Tuesday afternoon, killing 
eight and injuring 11, arrived in the U.S. 
through a visa lottery program in 2010. 

Sayfullo Saipov entered the country with 
a Diversity Immigrant Visa, the Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security confirmed 
to NJ Advance Media. This State Depart- 
ment-run visa program is meant to diver- 
sify the flow of immigrants settling in the 
U.S. 

But questions over how the Uzbek 
national was allowed in the country 
have fueled debate over this little-known 
program and prompted calls by President 
Donald Trump for its end. 

Trump railed against the program on 
Twitter on Wednesday and later said he 
was directing Congress to terminate it. 

SEE VISA, 7 


Terror suspect Sayfullo 
Saipov is an Uzbek national 
who entered the U.S. in 2010. 
St. Charles (Missouri) Depart- 
ment of Corrections 


Key developments in the 
New York terror investigation 


Federal prosecutors brought terrorism 
charges against Sayfullo Saipov, the Uzbek 
immigrant accused in the truck rampage. 


The FBI said it wanted to question a sec- 
ond person from Uzbekistan — 32-year-old 
Mukhammadzoir Kadirov — and had found 
him. 


The dead were identified, with five people 
from Argentina, one from Belgium and two 
Americans. 


U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham, a former military 
lawyer, called for the suspect to be held as 

an enemy combatant, as a visa program the 
suspect used to enter the U.S. came under fire 
by political leaders. 
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Muslim community decries act of ‘an animal’ 


Members of law enforcement investigate in the area around 
the Paterson home of alleged New York City terrorist Sayfullo 
Saipov on Wednesday. Ed Murray, for The Star-Ledger 
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Paterson residents fear one man’s 
alleged actions will be a blot on city 


Sara Jerde and Allison Pries For The Star-Ledger 


A day after a city resident allegedly plowed a rented truck 
down a bike path in lower Manhattan, killing eight people in 
the worst terror attack in New York since 9/11, South Pater- 
son’s large Muslim community again found itself at the cen- 
ter of a major terrorism investigation. 

Residents reacted with a mix of concern about the image 
of their bustling community on the Clifton border and anger 
that the alleged actions of 29-year-old Sayfullo Saipov have 
stained a city that still bears the scars of having been a stag- 
ing ground for the 9/11 hijackers. 
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“A human doesn’t do these things. He’s an animal,” said 
Hisham Smadi, a neighbor of the Uzbek national accused in 
Tuesday’s carnage. 

Saipov lived in a small apartment building on Genessee 
Avenue in the heart of the city’s Muslim center, where main 
thoroughfares are lined with restaurants and markets with 
signs in Arabic. 

Police swarmed the neighborhood and a Home Depot in 
Passaic, where it is believed that Saipov rented the truck, 
after the midday attack in New York. 

One neighbor, Carlos Batista, said Saipov had a rented 
Home Depot truck for about three weeks and sometimes 
waved to him from it. He said he saw the truck parked on 
the block regularly and that Saipov was often with two other 
men in the vehicle. 

“They weren’t doing any construction or anything,” he 
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